
 
LETTER TO THE BISHOP 

Due Friday, September 30 by 5 PM 
 
 
 
As part of your journey toward the Sacrament of Confirmation, all Confirmation candidates are asked 
to write a formal letter to Bishop Robert F. Hennessey, who will preside at your Confirmation on 
Tuesday, November 29 at 7 pm. Your letter will help Bishop Hennessey to get to know you. Guidance 
regarding the content of your letter is included below and an example of how a letter should be 
formatted is featured on Page 2 of these instructions.  
 
Please email your final, proofread and properly formatted letter to Mrs. Colasante at 
michelle@bedfordcatholic.org no later than 5 pm on Friday, September 30, 2022. Please ensure that 
your letter touches upon the points highlighted below, as letters lacking this information will be 
returned to you for further review. 
 
This is an important step in your Confirmation journey! Please take some time to think about the 
following points, and write your letter to assure Bishop Hennessey that you have given serious thought 
about your decision to be confirmed.  
 

1. Introduce yourself to Bishop Hennessey. Tell him about yourself: who you are, where you 
attend school, what you like to do in your free time. 
 

2. Talk about your faith. Explain to Bishop Hennessey how you practice your Catholic faith and 
why you wish to be confirmed.  
 

3. Speak about service projects that you are involved in and what the experiences mean to you.   
 

4. Include your Confirmation Name and tell why you have chosen that particular name.  
 

5. Include your Sponsor’s Name and their relationship to you. Share why you have chosen that 
person to serve as your Sponsor. 

 
6. Explain to Bishop Hennessey that you are committed to growing in understanding and living 

out your Faith and how you will do this as a confirmed member of the parish. 
 

Remember that this is a mandatory part of your Confirmation journey, and all letters must be submitted 
in order to participate in the Confirmation ceremony on November 29. 
 

Thank you! 
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The letter below is an example of structure. Please format your letter in a similar way, but don’t simply 
approach this as a fill-in-the-blank exercise. Take some time to reflect, prepare an original draft for 
yourself, and using your own words, make this letter personal to you.  
 
 
September 30, 2022 
 
Most Reverend Robert F. Hennessey 
Regional Bishop, Merrimack Region 
110 Lincoln Avenue 
Haverhill MA 01830-6739 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
My name is _____________ and I am preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at St. Michael 
Parish in November. I am __ years old and a sophomore at Bedford High School. I enjoy _____________ 
(give a few examples of extracurricular school activities, hobbies, other ways in which you spend your 
time). 
 
My faith has been a very important part of my life and my family, and through Religious Education 
classes, I have learned so much about my faith, which has made me wish to be confirmed into the 
Church and live as a faith filled member of my community. (Explain to the Bishop the ways in which you 
plan to practice your faith.) 
 
I have chosen _______________ as my Confirmation Name (explain why you picked this name). 
 
My sponsor will be _____________ (explain why you’ve chose this person). 
 
I look forward to renewing my baptismal promises to strengthen my relationship with God and my faith, 
and to deepen my understanding of what it means to be a Catholic. Once confirmed, I will strive to be 
a faithful, contributing member of the Catholic community, and will try to grow in faith and service. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, and I ask for your blessing at Confirmation on November 29. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Your Name 


